Our Times (sania Monica

eric
- ~ stephens

Wilt the Stilt

played big,
lived big

J t was 1983 in Helsinki, Fin-
_} land, and Jacqueline
Hansen was about to do
one of the most important
things in her life and certainly
one of the most courageous.
’ It was a time where she
could have used as much sup-
port as possible.
“ “He was there in Helsinki.
for the first World Track and
Field Championships,” ;
recalled the great marathoner
who's now an athletic director
at St. Monica High. "We were
announcing a lawsuit against
the International Olympic
Committee because they didn't
have distance events in the
Olympics for women.
. In Helsinki, we had all of
the track and field press from
around the world. Mary Deck-
er and Greta Weitz had each
‘won their events and had
come over to join in the law-
suit.
" “I've been in running for
almost 33 years and I knew




~ "I've been in running for
almost 33 years and I knew

him for about the last 30. He
Ibved track and field, first and
foremost and he was a big sup-
porter especially for women. I
think he respected me for what

' "He was there to give his
support.”
% That “he” could have been
one of America's great track
and field stars. Would have
nade sense. Instead, he was a
whochangedtheland
scape forever in another sport.
_"%ﬂ.ewas Wilt Ch;ﬁlberl;m
legendary of Fame

asketball star died in his bed
Juesday at his home in Bel Air.
" #Hansen heard the news when
s eretumedhomeafteraday
- Mhat “was wonderful."

"My husband told me," she
aid. “At first I said, ‘Don't tell
ne thmgs]:kethat But it was

* Hansen was 5 feet 2, a tal-
‘ented but relatively anony-
dnous runner at the time.
‘«Chamberlain was a larger-
than-life 7 feet 1 figure who
was a basketball giant.

B Chamberlain was so much
more than the many NBA

mnderstood what it took to be a
successful athlete and he had
as much, if not more, love for
sother sports, such as track and
olleyball, than the one he
ecame famous in.
Hansen remembers what
nd of involvement Chamber-
ain had in track.
“He started a club called
e World's Wonder Women in
he early 1970s," she said. “It

as about at the same time
hen I started in the L.A.
ack Club. I wasn't a part of
is club but he went to all of
ur meets.
"It goes beyond basketball
ith Wilt. He was the kindest,
t generous man. He helped
$0 many people in so many
ways. The man was never too

AR A w

e W BB S = AP R g

weshra Bt x a a.‘ Ll b .-i~

St. Monica's cross country coach and athletic direct

anniversary of breaking the world record in the me

n

{
LA BRIV Y N




and say hello."

: The two remained in touch
until the last few years, with
Hansen beginning her current
career as an educator and
EOd Ch
* However, one day last week
imposing figure came into
Hansen's view as she was get-
ting in her daily run on Ocean
Avenue near Palisades Park. It
is the suddenness of Chamber-
lain's death that makes her
‘feel fortunate to meet up with
him again, for one last time.

.+ "He was out there doing his
hip exercises,” she said. "It's
like everything came back. I
{eel good that I got my hug

and kiss from him. I feel lucky
that I got to see him."

. He played big. He was

'.-

But Hansen chooses to

fer er the legend for the
gia theart he had.

4 "He did love track and
field," she said: "I think he

Joved the purity of it and cer-
ain ythe amateurism. He also
@dmired people for doing their
thmgs . and standing up
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